November 29, 2013

Via E-mail and Registered Mail

Seido Larry Clark
ey

Jim Houle, MD
John Killip D.D 5.
killini@umkc od

Paul Livingsion
living@riss
Christiane Ranger
office® bmac.org
Jundo Steve Slusher
saslusheriayahoo com

Ron Uilkie
ilkic@aol

To The Bodhi Manda Community:

| am writing to all of vou because of vour connection in some capacity o Bodhi Manda. Some of
vour names have appeared recently on vanous correspondence relating o Bodhi as “Board
members” or advisors. | have noted that the names of the Board members kept on changing.
especially n the past vear, as | have been working on the transition 1o a new leadership of the
Bodhi. | have been informed that the Board members may not have been properly and legally
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elected, and that meetings of this group of people have taken place withoutl proper notices, agenda
or minutes, thus calling imo question the legality of any actions taken at such mectings.

But | have no interest in arguing legal issues in this letter. 17 necessary, 1 will leave that to my
attorney. For now, | would like to make certain points clear as | believe many of vou ane not
aware of everyvthing that has taken place or understand my intentions with regards to this
transition process. | would like 1o first point oul a number of essential points as it relates 1o this
fransition:

1. Baodhi is an integral part of the Rinzai-ji affiliated Zen Centers that | have founded and
helped built;

2. 1 have issued directives that greatly affect the future of the Rinzai-ji affiliated £en
Centers and its community; and

3. Christiane Ranger is my disciple, and | am responsible for her maturation as a Zen
student.

Please be reminded that the fundamental purpose of Bodhi is to provide a training center and
place of manifestation for the teaching and practice of Rinzai Zen Buddhism, which 1 brought
from Japan to the US.  Bodhi is also under the spiritual direction of Rinzai-ji, Inc. of which | am
still Chief Abbot. The Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws reflect these facts. Rineai-ji. Inc. is
the only officially recognized Rinzai temple in the United States, and as such, is the only
established organization to be able 1o offer guidance for its Rinzai affiliated entities.  Therefore,
Bodhi Manda Zen Center is not just the private preserve of any one individual or group of
individuals 1o be operated as they see fit. It is a non-profit religious entity that exists for the sole
purpose of fostering the teaching of Rinzai Zen Buddhism. This is the primary purpose of the
Bodhi and this should always be kept in mind for all those who have fiduciary duties.

I would also remind everyone of one of the core principles that | have always taught, the principle
of no attachment.

This viear, as part of my overall directives for various Rinzai-ji affiliated Zen Centers, | have
deckded that | necded 1o take more direct actions. Some of vou may have seen my dircclives
issucd earlier, which discuss what | would like to see for the future of all the zen centers affiliated
with Rimzai-ji in order 1o unily 1o preserve the Dharma and the Temiple lincage, and to prevent
them from becoming fragmented in the future. Such fragmentation violates the basic tencis of my
tcachings. My directives have been designed 1o baild a sirong foundation for all the Rinzai
afliliates in North America and Europe in order to benefit the Sangha as a whole, The directives
include a restructuring of the Bodhi that | have been trying to implemeni for a number of vears. |
strongly believe that this 15 necessary, 1o rebuild the Bodhi and move it in a direction to benefit
the entire Sangha.

You are aware that this specific restructuring plan includes having Christiane Ranger step down
from the position of Vice Abbess and cease her directing of the daily operation of the. This
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seems 10 have caused various individuals 1o exhibit behaviors of atachment, causing conflicts
that reveal the need for these individuals to go back and study much of what | have been teaching
over the years,

| repeatedly tried to discuss this ransition process with Christiane privatcly over the years. She is
my disciple, and | am responsible for fostering her Zen practice. That has been a principal reason
why 1 encouraged her 1o ove on from the Bodhi; this is not something that can be separated from
her practice.

I June 2003, 1 informed Christiane of my decision to appoint Gido as the Administrative Abbot
and Dokan as the Vice Administrative Abbot for Bodhi, effective as of July 21, 2013, as | had
planned to step down from the Abbot position of Bodhi at that time, 1 asked her what she would
like 1o do, and asked whether she would like to retire. or would like to remain at Bodhi as a full-
time stall in some capacity, or something else. At this point, her title was the Vice- Abbess of
Baodhi. In various correspondences that she had written prior to this point, she had signed herself
as the Vice Abbess,

Instead of letting me know what she would like to do, | received a response from Christiane that
mv letter was shared with certam individuals she considered o be on the Bodhi Board and that
shie was appointed as the Abbod of Bodlin in 1989, and that this Board wished her (o remain as the
Abbot of Bodhi. | was absolutely shocked 1o Nind this assertion that she was the Abbol. | never
appointed Chrstiane as the Abbot, since she was not at that ime, nor is she now, qualified 1o
become one. Also, it is not something 1o be determined by the Board, as it is a spiritual matter.

| will only briefly summarize what ensued, as | do not wish (o go into all the details in this letter.
However, | will open up all the documents that | have on this for evervone's review separately,
four those who may nol be clear as 1o what happened. | do not wish for anvone 1o be misinformed
or panly informed. 1 direct Seido to do this, with Myoren's assistance.

AU her request, | met with her in person a few times since June 2003, Al the end of the first
meeetimg, she told me that she would follow me nll 1 die. Once she went back to the Bodhi, 1 sent
a follow up email as well as a copy of meeting the minutes. Since she never responded. | then
sent another communication 1o affirm my position as the Abbot of Bodhi and remove her from
the Vice Abbess position. | had my attomey review the Bylaws to confirm that | am authorized o
do so, since her so-called “appointment”™ did not follow the terms of the Bylaws, This
communication was sent in September 24, 2013 with a request 1o respond in 7 days, and again |
never received any response 1o this,

Instead Christiane requested a fourth meeting on a day of Bodhidaruma-ki ceremony completely
out of the blue.  Afier the meeting with her for almost two hours, it has become clear that she has
not at all understood what | have been trying to communicate. She has further directly defied my
directive to leave the Bodhi and 1o reflect on her behavior, For thee reasons, | have taken away
her Osho status and her Rinzai-ji ordination,
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She responded immediately to say that she would accept these decisions and follow my direction.
But then she changed her mind and decided to continue to conduct hersell as though she were
Abbot. This included conducting Kessei, which she is not qualified 1o do, while using a different
namse in order to conceal this fact. | noted that people she listed as “Board members™ changed
throughout this time, as though she was trying to find those in agreement with her. This cannaot
continue. Her attachmient to the Bodhi 1s detrimental fo her Zen training, and is now threatening
the foundational purpose of the Bodhi through the conflicts that this has caused. This is why she
is being asked 1o leave, even though | had initially offered to let her stay in a different capacity, if
that was what she wished to do.

Seido is now there at the Bodhi to oversee the transition process. He is the Vice Abbot, and 1 will
remain as the Abbot of Bodhi until the transition process is complete. For those of yvou who
doubt that | am the Abbaot, | direct you to review the documents that 1 will provide.

Ultimately, Bodhi is for the Sangha of the Rinzai Zen community, which should be above politics.
1 urge all of you to reflect on this, let go of attachment and help Seido with this much needed
transition process. We need to put the Bodhi on the right track so that it can not only remain part
of the Rinzai Zen community, but also continue 1o be a part of the strong foundation to preserve
the Dharma in the Western world.
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Joshu Sasaki

Chiel Abbot of Rineai-ji
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